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Regular Pickens County Council Meeting  
January 04, 2016 
6:30 PM 
   

County Council met in regular session, in the Auditorium, County Administration Facility, with 
Chairman Jennifer H. Willis presiding. Agendas, bearing date, time, and location of meeting were mailed to 
Council members and local news media on December 21, 2015.  
 
Council Members in attendance: 
Jennifer H. Willis, Chairman  
Trey Whitehurst, Vice Chairman  
Tom Ponder, Vice Chairman Pro-Tem 
G. Neil Smith 
Randy Crenshaw 
Ensley Feemster  
 
Staff:  
Ralph Guarino, Interim Administrator  
Ken Roper, County Attorney 
Donna Owen, Clerk to Council 
 
WELCOME AND CALL TO ORDER:             

Chairman Willis called the meeting of January 4, 2016 to order and welcomed those in 
attendance. Chairman Willis further led the Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
PUBLIC FORUM:  
 Chairman Willis opened the Public Forum and requested the Clerk to call upon the citizens who 
signed up to speak.  

(While many of these citizens spoke on other topics, please see collectively the topic of coal ash) 
 
The Issue of Coal Ash – Council received input from Pree Hamilton, John Scott, Josh Morgan, Mayor 
Eric Boughman, Junius Smith, Johnnelle Raines, Steve Haynie Randall Powell, Randy Skelton, Rusty 
Smith, and Weldon Clark about the possibility that MRR Pickens, LLC is requesting the Class II landfill 
in Pickens County be permitted to allow the dumping of coal ash. Citizens were opposed to any site in 
Pickens County that would allow coal ash dumping. The group of concerned citizens requested that 
Council do everything possible to keep this permit from taking place. Citizens also expressed concern that 
the South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control had considered a request of this 
nature without consulting County Council.  
In fact, many citizens including Mayor Boughman stated nobody would have known about this if it were 
not for Councilman Smith asking questions during the December 2015 meeting. As a result, staff 
contacted the State office and found out that there was a proposal.  Mayor Boughman thanked Mr. Smith 
for his diligence in this matter.  
Citizens stated they would assist Council and or other elected officials in any capacity in order for the 
proposed use of coal ash to be eliminated.  Citizens also agreed that if a substance is coming from another 
State, then it should be the responsibility of that State to keep harmful waste.  
 
>on this issue Chairman Willis and all of Council discussed the issue of coal ash and the consideration 
from (SCDHEC) South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control for a proposal to 
change a  C&D landfill (Class II) to a Class III landfill. Councilman Neil Smith stated it is in a direct 
violation of the Pickens County Solid waste plan.  All members of Council assured the public that 
Pickens County Council was completely against any project relating to the disposal of coal ash and or 
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(CCR) Coal Combustion Residuals. Council further assured the Public that Council was willing to oppose 
with strong legal defense.   
Council thanked the Citizens for their participation. Council also encouraged them to call and write 
emails or letters to every State representative, S.C. DHEC, the Governor’s office. Chairman Willis stated 
this issue will need the voice of each citizen.  
 
Other Issues:  
 
Kade Herrick - Mr. Herrick, Tourism Director for Visit Clemson introduced himself to Council and 
discussed the importance of tourism in Pickens County.  
Mr. Herrick stated he has been working with Helen Hockwalt and Bette McDaniel in an effort to grow 
and promote Pickens County. The goal is to get everyone to work together to demonstrate that Pickens 
County is both a wonderful place to live and visit. Mr. Herrick pointed out the popularity of rowing in 
Pickens County. Stating the economic impact was nearly $1.2 million to the area and a total of 804 
athletes come and train. This year with the recruiting efforts and advertising we are expecting nearly 1200 
athletes with an expected economic impact to push nearly $2 million this year. With success comes 
challenges, we are in need of purchasing another low profile dock and 3 jon boats that the coaches use. 
The total cost is estimated at $35,000. While funding has been pledged, Mr. Herrick stated they still need 
about $5,000.00. Mr. Herrick also stated some obvious negotiations with the dock if Pickens County is 
successful with the park at Twelve Mile.  
 
Junius Smith- Mr. Smith informed Council that he believed the Tri-County Technical College funding for 
the new building project was not the responsibility of the County. Mr. Smith stated this is a State 
responsibility. Mr. Smith expressed exasperation for the amount of money that was being discussed 
($6.5M). Mr. Smith redirected the Council’s attention to the laws that support that what Tri-County 
Technical College is proposing is illegal. Mr. Smith requested that the County Attorney should inform the 
Council and the Public regarding these laws.  
 
Johnnelle Raines- Ms. Raines informed Council about new laws presented by (HUD) Housing and Urban 
Development. The program is called “Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing Rule” Ms. Raines stated she 
wanted to know how involved the County is in participating with HUD grants or programs. Ms. Raines 
stated this program is designed to move mostly liberal and democrats to an area for voting purposes. Ms. 
Raines stated this program will eliminate property rights and value. The program will also diminish the 
County Council’s input in housing regulations.  Ms. Raines defined “Affirmatively Furthering Fair 
Housing” requires communities that apply for HUD grants to perform massive demographic analyses 
locally and regionally to determine the number of low income and minority people living in every 
neighborhood. 
Council was encouraged to pass a resolution in opposition of the HUD rule, and also stop taking any 
HUD grants.  
On other matters, Ms. Raines stated she was opposed to tax money funding Tri-County Technical 
College. And finally, Ms. Raines stated she is opposed to eminent domain for recreation.  
 
Steve Haynie- Mr. Haynie stated he was opposed to Council taking property by eminent domain for 
recreation at Twelve Mile Park.  Mr. Haynie stated he would not be opposed if the property was needed 
for public safety issues, but not for recreation.  
In other matters, Mr. Haynie opposed funding Tri-County Technical College. Mr. Haynie also asked 
Council to address the fees for recreation for in-city children versus outside the city.  
>>Councilman Neil Smith requested that he be able to speak regarding the eminent domain issues at 
Twelve Mile River. Mr. Smith stated he wanted to set the record straight by relaying to the public that the 
Council had a contract with the owner of some property at Twelve Mile River. However, when the 
owners found out that the County was going to be the recipient of a grant, they wanted more money. Mr. 
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Smith stated this grant money is money that is due the citizens of Pickens County because this is money 
from the PCB settlement. This grant money must be used for this type of activity, and includes obtaining 
this particular property.  Mr. Smith also stated the offer from the county was beyond the appraisal and 
more than a generous offer. Mr. Smith stated he was very opposed to the greed of someone who is trying 
to make money from a government project. Mr. Smith also stated that in theory he is also opposed to the 
use of eminent domain, but the facts are that Pickens County and the owners of the property had a legal 
contract for the sale, and that makes the difference in this case. Mr. Smith thanked Council for allowing 
him to interject due to the importance of the public knowing the truth and not depending on newspapers 
and social media.  
 
Phillip Smith – Mr. Smith expressed his views that the election of judges in Pickens County should be 
more of a campaign in order for judges to publically announce what they will do to uphold the law; also 
for the candidates to discuss the record of their opponent’s decisions. Mr. Smith stated he would be 
attending the Legislative Delegation to further point out that South Carolina is not in good standing with 
many groups that uphold a more ethical standard.  
 
Weldon Clark-  Mr. Clark stated he was the Vice Chairman of the Planning Commission and the 
representatives from MRR misrepresented themselves when they were at the Planning Commission 
meeting.  Noting that nothing was said about dumping coal ash and Mr. Clark stated he thinks they should 
have to return to the Planning Commission.  
On other issues, Mr. Clark stated the jail space is an issue, and pointed out some safety items such as fire 
and exit strategies.    
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   

• Motion was made by Councilman Tom Ponder, seconded by Councilman Randy Crenshaw and 
unanimously passed to approve the December 07, 2015 minutes as presented.  

 
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:  
                  Mr. Guarino updated Council on the following items.  
1) Palmetto Pride Grant – Mr. Guarino stated he had informed Council during the November meeting 

regarding applying for the Palmetto Pride Grant to beautify the grounds at the museum. Mr. Guarino 
stated the County was successful and obtained the grant in the amount of $4,855.00.  

2) Central Fire Department Generator- Mr. Guarino stated the generator bids came in, and the company 
bid was $24,790.00. The generator will be installed in the next week.                                           

 
>Council asked Mr. Guarino to update them on HUD grant money.  
>Councilman Neil Smith asked Mr. Guarino about his trip to Columbia after staff was apprised of the 
rumors of the coal ash dumping.  
Mr. Guarino stated that Public Works Director Mr. Wilson was at the meeting with him, and he may 
understand more of the specifics, but the meeting was more thoughtful about following State law and not 
EPA/and or Federal regulations.  Staff concurred that Pickens County officials did not know anything 
about the request of MRR, and there were no notices sent to the County from the State.  
    

COUNCIL CORRESPONDENCE: 
 Chairman Willis opened the floor for any correspondence.  
  
Tom Ponder- Mr. Ponder officially stated to the public that he would not be seeking re-election in 2016. 
Mr. Ponder stated he was completing his third term. Mr. Ponder stated he appreciated the Citizens of 
Pickens County and he appreciated the Council. While being an elected official is not always fun, Mr. 
Ponder stated it has surely been a memorable experience.  
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Councilman Ensley Feemster – Mr. Feemster stated he was grateful for Mr. Ponder, and his thoughts on 
certain issues had been a help to him as the newest member of Council.   
 
MOTION PERIOD AND NEW BUSINESS:  

Chairman Willis opened the floor for Motion Period and New Business.  
1) Chairman Willis moved to place “Project Dallas” in executive session. Motion was seconded by 

Councilman Neil Smith and unanimously passed.  
 
RESOLUTION ON THE DISPOSAL OF COAL ASH WITHIN PICKENS COUNTY: 

• Motion was made by Councilman Tom Ponder and seconded by Chairman Willis to approve the 
Resolution opposing coal ash within Pickens County.  

• Vice Chairman Trey Whitehurst moved to amend paragraph II to state: “Pickens County Council 
requests that SCDHEC reject a variance request by MRR, as it does not meet our Solid Waste Plan.” 
Amendment was seconded by Councilman Neil Smith and unanimously passed.  

 
>>as discussion on the issue of coal ash (CCR) continued, Councilman Neil Smith stated he was 
extremely dedicated to the legal responsibility that Council needs going forward. Mr. Smith stated the 
issue of CCR is not only about Pickens County. Greenville County will be impacted severely as well. 
Mr. Smith stated as far as he was concerned it would harm not only the region, but the entire State.  
All members of Council reiterated their previous comments on this issue, and stated it was far from 
resolved. All members of Council stated their opposition to this project. Ms. Willis stated to the 
public that this Council would battle this issue in the courts without hesitation and without ceasing.  
• All members voted in favor of the Resolution as amended.  

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: S.C. Code of Laws, Section 30-4-70 (a) 
 Chairman Willis called for a motion to convene into Executive Session as 
defined by S.C. Code of Laws, Section 30-4-70 (a). Chairman Willis further stated that 
each issue would be discussed as the Law provides.   

• Motion was made by Councilman Tom Ponder seconded by Vice Chairman 
Trey Whitehurst and unanimously passed to convene in executive session 
for the stated purposes.  

•  
Legal Issues-Section 30-4-70 (a) (2) 

   MRR Pickens LLC  
    

Contractual Issues- Section 30-4-70 (a) (2) 
  Property –Meals on Wheels  

Acquisition of Property 
   Easley Fire  
   Tri-County Technical College Update  
    

Personnel-30-4-70 (a) (1) 
   Clerk to Council Candidates 
   Interim County Administrator   

  County Administrator Recruitment   
   
  Economic Development-30-4-70 (a) (5) 

Project Growth  
      Project Starr  
 
Boards and Commissions - 30-4-70 (a) (1)     
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   Behavioral Health  
  Assessment and Appeals  
   

ACTION AS NEEDED VIA EXECUTIVE SESSION ITEMS:  
 

PUBLIC SESSION RECONVENED:  
Legal Issues-Section 30-4-70 (a) (2) 

MRR Pickens LLC  
• Councilman Neil Smith moved to use the Environmental Consultant, County Attorney, 

Administrator, and the Chair of County Council to form a committee for the retention of an 
Environmental Attorney to fight the CCR dumping in Pickens County. The motion was seconded 
by Councilman Tom Ponder and unanimously passed.   

    
Contractual Issues- Section 30-4-70 (a) (2) 
 

Property –Meals on Wheels 
• Councilman Neil Smith moved to have a first reading in title only for the deeding of the courtyard 

area property to Meals on Wheels. Motion was seconded by Chairman Willis and unanimously 
passed.  

  
 

Acquisition of Property-no action  
Easley Fire –no action  
Tri-County Technical College Update-no action   

    
Personnel-30-4-70 (a) (1) 
 Clerk to Council Candidates – no action, special meeting on January 25 to further discuss. 
 Interim County Administrator- no action, special meeting on January 25 to further discuss. 

 
 County Administrator Recruitment 

• Chairman Willis announced that Council will move on a recruitment company this evening, as it 
is an emergency situation for Council to handle this issue.  
Councilman Neil Smith moved to retain Mercer Group, Inc. for the recruitment of a new County 
Administrator. Motion was seconded by Chairman Willis and unanimously passed.     

   
 Economic Development-30-4-70 (a) (5) 

Project Growth-no action   
      Project Starr-no action  

Project Dallas –no action  
 

Boards and Commissions - 30-4-70 (a) (1)     
   Behavioral Health –no action  
  Assessment and Appeals – no action  

 
ADJOURN:                 
 Hearing no further Council business, Chairman Willis called for a motion to adjourn. Motion was 
made by Councilman Neil Smith, seconded by Councilman Ensley Feemster and unanimously passed. 
Pickens County Council stood adjourned at 9:55 p.m. 
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Respectively Submitted:         Approved: 

 
 
 
__________________________                   ____________________________ 
Donna F. Owen, Clerk to Council       Jennifer H. Willis, Chairman  
 


